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By W. w. C.

From the New Spatesman and Nation, London Independent Weekly of th'-L"""-A 7

. ] heard the name of Adolf Hitler mentiop,

’I}IE first time d of the War, when a man named Franz
shortly after the eﬂan (i:vho had had a leg shot away before Verg
Huber, 2 war vetfgs of a curious fellow who had been in his regim
1917{, toid}?:;:;ra garrulous chap, and, sitting in that same B
%;];:?n‘MuﬂiCh where in 1923 Hitler took }1‘!5 first plunge' i.nto
tionary activities by firing off his army revolver at the cel.hx_l
claring the morrow would see him victor or ~'-*;"Llld, although it
neither the one nor the other, but unscathed, 2 helter-skelter fugi
the Bavarian hills, he used to tell tales tragic and humorous of §
paign experiences. _ : ' -
The thing that had struck him about ‘Private Hitler’ was his
oquence. He was neither popular nor the reverse with his fello
just smiled at him and his vague, rambling speeches on every
the world and out of it. He acquired very swiftly the reputatio
what in the British Army is called ‘an old soldier.” That is, he
; iﬁglﬁ ltjie;ldt in a\tr)oiding disagreeable tasks, but he knew
e quesgx Ogltte‘red. ]_Il{e Interested ’lllmse}f partlculaf;_lv
e Securzzex?g th'at the officers’ washing was don i
removed him from (he - {;)r im the good graces of the colon
; - re constant dangers of the trenches

- 2 word of dissent, Though heto fly into terrible rages if anyone

Onein the re ot the Ir
they Tather gldz?::deﬁgr lookedgupon Hitcl):r (;;(;S: yo;.oi'};i)?? ﬂ
€ regimenty) rec im for the skij] with which he avoided
t?ss ?fth OrdS COntain. not a line Concerning' -
b 1, though in latter ye
unich 1 [, self-constructed unifor
lived in the Thiersh S
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Vilkischer Beobachter, has its offices in a sump-
ﬂgquentiy noticed in the street a man who vagd |y
a militant edition of Charlie Chaplin, owing to his
tache and his bouncing way of walking. He never :
 always carried a riding whip in his hand, with which he =~
y to chop off imaginary heads as he walked. He was so ¥,
uired from neighbors who he might be; most of them,
Slav type, took him to be one of those Russian émigrés who
. Germany at that time, and they freely talked of his being
a trifle mentally deranged. But my grocer told me it was a Herr
ler from Braunau in Austria, and that he was leader of a tiny
oup which called itself the ‘ German National Socialist Work-
> He lived quietly enough as a boarder in the apartment of a
san, wrote articles for an obscure paper called the Vdlkischer
ter, and orated in hole-and-corner meetings before audiences of a
r two. His closest friend was a Russian émigré from the Baltic
nces, a certain Herr Rosenberg, who was joint owner of the paper.
of curiosity I bought the paper once or twice, and found it a scatter-
| collection of wild anti-Jewish stories and articles interlarded with
¢s on the Germanic race. My obliging grocer closed his infc_)rmz_x-
Hitler by remarking that he frequently purchased things in his
and was, despite his eccentric appearance, quite a pleasant fellow,
inclined to talk sixteen to the dozen about anything and every-
ng.
BRI time later I became a frequent customer of a little wine §aloqn
the Schelling Strasse, called the “Osteria Bavaria.” It was an historic
e in its way, for it had been the haunt of the philosopher, Schelling.
blic in this inn was mostly composed of Bohemians, artists, art
ents, and members of the staff of Simplicissimus, the f:\mmfs satiri-
iweekly. Musicians and poetasters sat around of an evening and
to Gulbransson or Thony giving f‘ul‘th their views on art, politics,
he price of a pound of meat. Discussions ensued that lasted far into
ight, over tankards of beer and bottles of an excellent Chianti.
/as an almost daily visitor; he had, I learned, been a ht_)use
1 his early days in Vienna, but he was rather sore on the subjec:i
ed as an artist. He was very fond of airing his views on art an
e, which, however, were not taken seriously by any of the
ho frequented the place.
‘was gf-ten accomppanied by one or two friends \fvho, I was gol%
s of his little political group. The most sensible of theh anI
named Gregor Strasser, a very sound fellow with w omb
Hitler’s closest friend at that time, however, seemed to be
aptain named Roehm, who later became chief of the Storm
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~ THE LIVING AGE
!“ friend, Baldur von Schirach, was Cntrusteq e 8
I th: ‘Hitler Youth,' the boy-scout organization ¢ the §
i liet movement. : :

$ t;:letoru‘:k me about Hitler was his extreme ah
o every night a dish of vegetables, and mineral water 0>
a He never smoked. This reminds me of an AMUSIng incidan,
became Chancellor. The German vegetarians have 5 Centrg|
‘their league, and this paper came out with flaming headlineg.—

Stemigyg.

First GREAT VICTORY OF GERMAN VEGETARIANS
; Hirrer BEcoMEs CHANCELLOR

etimes instead of regaling us with chaotic speeches, Hitler woylg
hours on end in front of his mineral water, staring into space, not
3g a word, and apparently quite oblivious of his surroundings, If
jese occasions someone suddenly addressed him, he would start asif
i sleep, and stroke his forehead with his hand several times before
ing back to reality. .

Apart from politics and art, Hitler’s chief t pics of conversation were

prand clairvoyance. He had never visited [taly, but had apparently

& great deal about it, and he would sometines talk for halszm hour
pend about the glories of ancient Rome 110 the greatness of the
There was something about his talk that made one think of the

ets of the Old Testament; he spoke as if he believed himself to be
The only thing that dispelled the illusion was his frequent use

ds that are not found in th
eday I remember that 4
read hands and tolq f,

';r.arg:: a:‘cd SPENt a whole hour with him in earnest confereﬂ‘;le'
B ongus, he turned with anger upon a student ¥ g
remark aboyt clairvoymﬁcc, and Iatlx1cf{€d olfs

ense of occultism of every kind, and especially ®
er who h:dconﬁda”t) too, O_f a Jewish charlatan ﬂa“;f
: taken to hipmgelf the name of Hanussen :
- Hanussen, whe, subsequently founded af l}'or
devoted to indirect l.vroliﬁ"ga“da t
Hitler’s accession to power & But
Rasputin had been in Russtd- Z07

B 3 - d in €
ecoun und murdered in a fiel off
g Tegarding his death. Some say he kn

at he had o un”
- — ad warned [; stars We g
that_ N the hey: itler that the h‘_

. 5 33

; eginning of the winter of 1999
S ag i - OB go )
‘;‘lfgatm ascribe hig death to the jealousy @ P::r-» F
& 18Emay be the incident does not PP 2

e dictionar)' of a cultivated German.
man came in who, for the price ofaplate
rtunes. Hitler retired with the soothsayer

ermany as
He was FO
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' féﬁa&ﬁlxggﬁ}iﬁ s ocen appointed by Hitler ‘Federal
: n. » L €, 1s the first time in modern
ate has officially recognized soothsaying and turned it into
t department.
re is one extraordinary feature about Hitler’s faith in the
ch gives rise to intriguing speculation. As everyone knows, he
ed the swastika as the emblem not only of his party but of the
But curiously enough this swastika is reversed, and anyone
ed with Eastern beliefs and superstitions knows that this is to
ed with positive horror. An inverted swastika is indicative not
ess life but of the flood and flame of life leading to a violent
iction.

| Hitler know this when he foisted it upon the German nation?
the reversed swastika just another sign of the man’s half-baked con-
of things, even his beloved mysticism? Or is this a last vestige

$irony of his political faith?
tler was not without devoted adherents in the ‘Osteria Bavaria.’
tudents after a while became seized with a sort of hero worship
ding him, and hung on tc every word he said with wrapt attention.
ere is no doubt that his chief admirers were the two waitresses,

Bavarian wenches who listened open-mouthed to him and danced

ndance on him in a way that formed the subject of many jokes
 the habitués of the place. Hitler’s relations with women indeed

strange and obscure chapter. I saw a great deal of him at that
and I can certify that he was in these matters as abstemious as in

to food and drink. The only woman he seemed to care for at all
lady to whose villa in the hills he fled after his inglorious collapse
ember 1923. He used to correspond with her a great deal and

t frequent week-ends at her place. Latterly he is said to have fallen
ith Winifred Wagner, but I can hardly imagine the Hitler of

love. Another thing that struck me was the man’s utter in-
' to deal with important details. When he spoke of I taly, or the
A0 race, or occultism, or the Jews, his talk was a succession of
: alities, couched in attractive if flowery language, but show-
case either complete ignorance or at least complete con-

\e insisted in season and out of season on the greatness of
m, I never met a German who was so ent;rely un-
;peech, his thought, his outlook u}:on men and things were
an Teutonic. He loved everything foreign while he de-

e theories came from the Frenchman, Gobmeau,‘and
Houston Chamberlain. His famous phrase, ‘the

T 5 3 s ‘,
litler’s faith in astrology, and one of Hanussen’s chief -
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i he invention of the Dutchman, quller va
id Reich,’ was lt te was an Elizabethan stage convention—g ¢ -
ck. The party s: ‘;_S to give a Roman effect. His regimenta standay,

. adopted b ac.o(:l of Roman eagles. His uqurms Are anythipg bug

were a pale 1mltat1e 2 sort of cocktail of French, Austrlan_, and English

ermanic. They art of the bad points to all three. But I will 527 thig o

orms thhhrnosIong evenings spent with him: he was, and probab|

. ese ; T
Ezs‘g;szfo;ately, almost ferociously, sincere in all he says ang does,
¥

THE LIVING AGE

THREE STATESMEN oF CHINA

By WiLLiam MarTin
Tranalated from the Journal de Genéve, Geneva Liberal Daily

HAVING been closely associated for nearly I"'HUITCC{} years "’”tkh the
B activities of the League of Nations, I have had the occasion to see, know,

and judge a great many statesmen from c\ ery country in the xﬁorld.e:
 therefore know what I am talking about when I affirm that them

; ; : - . heir
governing China at this moment are not inferior in any respect to t
colleagues of the Occident.

. . 1 SR Ed Of
n theory China is governed by a complicated system compos

o SO : : : rope.
five dlﬂ'erenttpowers, instead of the three that are customary ml%ll; t}?at

~And on top of these five powers is a party government somewhat1i

- of Russia. Byt

o three

‘ One can say that the real power is in the hands Ofmeut;

%ﬁns one of whom represents the militnry element in the Governmeé
second, political authoy

: . 4 1c ll 2
3 : 1ty; while the third holds the econom
“° hation in his hands.

: The military | der i jane Kai_chek. who bears the :_n_Od'
titlg of Pres}':der?t Zl; lshGeneral Chiang Kai-shek, who

) 3 : ey olitic
e the Committee of Military Affairs. The IZil. The
d nllsemg W ?“t%l_Chmg-wei) President of the Executive Cof;zportanf
ot 0k O 1S triumvi - 7oQ as no 1 ¢
on in o1 L myirate, Mr, T. V. Soong, h f th

5 s . =] ident ©
ty, but is Minister of Finance, Vice Preside
5 and, moreover

; 7 i_shek:
> brother_in_] i -ra]l Chiang Kal-$ i
e t}llese three men and wha:: izttgee l;ZCret of their al il en
= Tecrzii:ln;t Necessarily military leaders; they are S::tpal aps
Soldier; he 1, 5 aﬁ.n)" Ge“e'ral Chiang Kal-s?wk has el a5
ned «fro;n hisegan IS Career in the cotton business. B“ his A0
) Y Persona] chai- e n two respects. Ffor one thmg}z the Pﬂﬂy a
Al nsequent?ugr shaving originally been tlnc-._arm)’f’t e sec¥l
-‘éishekyh R Lheithe army of the nation. In jch
. %8 Actually seydieq military affairs,
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