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[V, LiFE IN A Nazi Camp

By A PRISONER
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tee. I am not a Jew but my famt )h‘ 5
poor, and, as the pupils at this scho
did not have to pay for either tuition
or board and lodging, I was sent to
study there. Besides, the _teachmg was
supposed to be the best in Germany,
and the school, being new, was very
well fitted up. The farm belonging toit
had livestock and all the latest equip-
ment, including tractors, which you
had to learn to drive dead straight
across a field of barley. I had my cer-
tificate as a farm driver. In the eve-
nings, after my work on the farm, I
learned bookkeeping and typing. This
year they started giving me 17 marks
a week for my work,

The director of the school, Dr.
fledmann, was a Jew, and so were

? out 30 of the 43 pupils. Besides
JATMINg, courses were given in garden
INg, carpentry, tailoring and sh :
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men from the village came g
the school. They soon decided:
would do nicely for quarteri
tary labor contingents, Noy
pened till June 20. I got
morning at about 5.30 ang
fetch corn to feed the chick
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I was roughly told to line uj
we were forced to climb inf
lorries that the Nazis had brog
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longings behind. If we did not
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with iron and hard-rubber
Then the S.A. leaders start
their motor-cars while we follo
the lorries, each of which wa
with a machine gun. We wer
tight, thirty S.A. men and t
each lorry. The S.A. men
Berlin and belonged to th
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were all heavily armed.
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ws and our fathers had
€ nyof all its money since
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P :j s, but we were beaten
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At Jas are taken to the concentra-
M:lt Omuienburg,‘:ﬂmuf: half
on & fdri\-‘e from Berlin. We ar-
gn 1O hilding that had formerly
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d to sit down he was beaten.

After

S.A. man took our
where one 5.4
foom

i three positions, an-
Ph°t°g;z£h§urll;ingcr])rirllrs, a third re-
Dthfr; cvervthiné from our pockets,
:::;: fourrh'wrotc down a J"nl'i‘ip[:nn
of&TCh of us. Next we “\1“. shown a
il of straw and told to take as 1 uch
of it as we needed for I\I‘ dding. We
dien went into a large hall ‘
were told was the place wl
wre we should sleep, eat,
ally live. Each was given 4
of coffee and a piece of bl:
aur first food for the day, an
be careful not to complain
Next day the camp routine began
forus, We had to get up at five in the

morning and do two hours’ drill and
military training. This consisted in
instriiction in handling rifles, in taking
wver during air raids, in p_rcp:n'ing to
meet pas attacks, and in drill of every
find. Then came breakfast—a cup of
"’.E“, and two slices of black bread
¥ith jam. Manual work occupied us
unti] twelve, when we had a pint of
=y soup mixed with beans. On
WI:C?YS rice was added and, if you

ucky, you were given a slice of

t00. Work continued until late

in the day, a
hours of mili
nili

Sl r ng under
supervision of discharged soldiers wt:e
had enrolled as S.A. men We wero

. = X e
then given another cup of coffee with
some more bread, a

nd finall
bed on our heaps of straw., Tge\‘;eo'::ntg(i
est of us, Manfred Benjamin, aged

% e o e el
S the and spent most of the
time 1n tears.

Soon after my arrival a Nazi asked
me 1if I could use a typewriter, I re.
plied that I cnuld,-and he took me to
tl_]encnmmnmt:mt of the camp, Captain
I\I:ng(.ﬂ" who gave me a job in the
office. Here I learned smncfhing about
how the camp was run and had a
chance to talk to some of the promi-
nent prisoners, such as the managing
director of the German Broadcasting
Company and the mayors of several of
the smaller towns. I found there were
about 2,500 prisoners in the camp, of
whom only 5 per cent were Jews. The
rest were Communists, Social Demo-
crats, and other political enemies of
Hitlerism. On August 18 about 102
S.A. men who had been ‘lazy’ were
brought in for punishment. They
underwent the same treatment as the
others, except that they were not
beaten. The routine was much the
same for all the prisoners, although
the Jews were made to keep to thcm‘-
selves and had to live in an enclosure
about 25 yards square at one end of
the camp. Prominent prisoners were
punished more often t.har: the others;._
but everybody had his full share U
beating, especially when the Nazis
came back late in the evening from the
neighboring beer saloon. Then theg
would come into the great hall an
beat some of the prisoners savagely.
They would also scrub them brutally
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all along. The camp garrison consis

men, divided into two
of about 300 2, lways on
watches, one of which was always I
duty. Twenty men were posted OnhF =
roof of the main building with mac m((-l:
guns, and twenty more stood roun
it. Others were on guqrd at various
places inside and outside the SEn
There was no chance of escaping. At
night the camp was lit by searchlights,
and guards would come into the hall
where we slept and flash torches on the
prisoners.

My work in the office was to keep
accounts, typewrite messages, and
take fingerprints. I discovered that the
camp had belonged at first only to the
Nazis and had been taken over by the
Government on April 22. Every pris-
oner was kept for a minimum of eight
weeks and few had been released.
They were all made to exchange every
penny tl_ley had for camp money on
. eir arnva.l and to pay 2.50 marks a

ay for their keep; the stae provided
I.5omarks a day, In Practice, the S.A
men packeted all the money, as they
Sent out detachments ¢ ¢ ¥
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:verytl}mg that was needed in the
amp fr
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ing Company, came down from
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a bad time that his eyes Were
and he could hardly see, One
boys asked him if he woulg lik
water to bathe his eyes, but j
swered that he was afraid We sho
only get into trouble if we dj
thing for him and, in any case, L
‘finished with life.’ -2
The posts were controlled by ¢
S.A. officers, who opened all the|
that arrived in the camp and caref
censored them. Prisoners were n
allowed to seal their own en

S.A. men. Once a week they'mi
ceive parcels weighing up to
pounds, which were usually no
cepted. On Sundays from 2 ¢
they could be visited by theirrel
who might bring them presents;!
of course, were controlled. Wi
was reported that ‘foreign aért
had flown over Berlin,” |
mandant called us together:
us that as a punishment
receive no visits for three w
letters for one week, and no.
two days. 1
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' men, common peop
lowest kind. They get on
full day’s work and are
board and lodging free. E
day they did military




obr in a little forest near
1

ack ang : he Rffflv! The commandant and the
1e“ &ver 'the camp: manders were S.S. (Schurz-
Oery ary li "t these are enrolled from
ed, Th‘ I:,f‘- meni;tsscs and the old nobility
‘here p:: :hﬂ apper che bodvguard of the Nazi
to Com, ond fam}r}t,c . are better armed, and
tod thep, Jeader®: nen are slack they stir
10t v, 3 tcS.A-T e S
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catin them UP- hate one another; when the
Oadcagy A, men to inspect the camp they
oM the farc, lly quarrel with the S.A.
ad suc sould genera’’y q» drunk, as often
= Croged ‘ard- If both were 3[_‘]‘ et
e of g Shed; and had tired of beating
9 Sor::: h;ﬁgﬂers they would fight among
gﬁozﬂj ‘ th,ci-?:];:;“ment. prisoners included
any. any members Qf the nghsr:lg and
he haq of the Landtag. Dr. Ludwig Levy, the
dtate attorney of Pforsd;!‘n!,. :u{u\i tl}c
v two managing director of the Berlin T raﬂ?c
letters L Company had botl_l been arrested in
refully March and kept in the amp ever
never snce. Well-known people ‘7 ce these
clopes were beaten every day and frequently
en to deprived of lunch and visits. Two men
ht re- wmmitted suicide while [ was there:
leven Hermann H;;,gen(‘l(_)rfJ of Anhalt, who
Inter- ait the veins of his wrist, and Walter
| P.M. B Klausch, who hanged himself with his
2l B belt. Most of the prisoners dared not
hese, B s@yaword after they had been beaten,
en. 1t bt all night you could hear them
lanes : goaning,. When they were released
O ey all had to sign two papers—a
“:3113 White one saying that the living con-
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V. Jazz IN JAPAN

By Proressor LEOPOLD WINKLER
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At last, on August 22, the ¢
vimion oo T B

ad only been arrested because

the Gov_er_nment had no cheaper way
of providing for us after they had
taken over our school. He came at
about Io.30 .M. and told us we had
two minutes to leave the camp; if we
were not gone by that time we should
never be let out at all. We went as fast
as we could down the road to Berlin,
and passed the night under a hedge
about five miles from the camp. Early
the next morning I went to a barber’s
shop and telephoned to the Jewish
Agricultural Committee to come and
fetch us. They brought us to Berlin in
motor-cars, and there we slept in b.eds
with sheets on them for the first time
for two months. =

A few days later, as [ had a ervxng
license, I managed to get a job as
chauffeur to a lady who want.ed to go
to Switzerland, where my f‘;‘m’l.y Wl
At last we reached our destination, St. :

Gall, and I was safe.

Presse, Vienna Liberal Daily -
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